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The teaching of Music at Cherry Lane Primary School is underpinned by the principles of the Cherry Lane Way.  

 

 

INTENT 
At Cherry Lane, we provide all children with the opportunity to reach 

their full potential in all aspects of their learning. All children, 

regardless of their natural talent, can derive fulfilment and enjoyment 

from music, which can increase their self-confidence. We believe that 

music is a valuable aid in the development of children’s minds and 

bodies. As a source of creativity and inspiration, it can enable children 

to contact and explore their imaginations, develop insight and 

awareness to aspects, which might otherwise remain dormant. 

 

 

 



 

IMPLEMENTATION 
Music is taught through the Charanga Music scheme, in particular the 

new English Model Music Curriculum scheme which ensures coverage 

and progression of musical elements and skills. It is aligned with the 

National Curriculum for Music and the non-statutory Model Music 

Curriculum (MMC) Guidance published by the DfE in 2021. The 

scheme has six units of work for each year group, each with six steps.  

A step can be taught as a single lesson or the unit can be spread over a 

few weeks if necessary to fully complete learning. Each unit of work 

follows a key learning structure to ensure children are able to 

understand musical concepts. The key learning in every unit includes 

listening, understanding music, singing, playing instrument parts, 

improvising, composing and finally performing. Charanga uses a 

repetition-based approach to learning where different activities are used 

to understand a musical concept. The repetition-based approach 

enables children to access a secure, deeper learning and mastery of 

musical skills and concepts. Each unit of work is divided into six 

parts: quiz, musicianship options, listening, singing, playing and 

performing. Each unit has a social theme embedded to promote cross-

curricular discussions and critical thinking. There is also a musical 

spotlight which highlights one musical aspect for deeper consideration. 

Music lessons are general delivered by class teachers, with support from 

a specialist recorder teacher in Year 3.   
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CONSOLIDATION 

Music knowledge is revisited at different stages on the learning 

journey. There are opportunities to revisit prior learning at the 

beginning of each lesson. This is undertaken by using the visual 

representations on the screen of prior musical concepts and is further 

explored in the introduction activity of each lesson. The skills and 

knowledge here is directly linked to the new learning for that lesson. 

Unit by unit, children have the opportunity to revisit their skills. 
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INCLUSION 
Music activities can be particularly effective in their education of 

children with social and emotional difficulties as music is broad and 

‘open ended’ providing chances to solve problems. Opportunities are 

provided be the school for these children who are encouraged to express 

their feelings, work independently or as a group and be responsible for 

self-regulation. In addition, charanga provides a new scheme ‘Anyone 

Can play’ that is an accessible set of 24 progressive units suitable for 

younger students or students at any point on the learning difficulty 

spectrum. Where appropriate, a multi-sensory approach to music 

incorporating dual coding and visuals is used to support learning for 

SEND pupils. More able / enthusiastic pupils have the opportunity to 

receive individual and group tuition in a range of instruments. 

Particular care is taken to ensure that the contributions of more and 

less able children to our music lessons is valued. 

 

 

 



 

IMPACT 
Monitoring the quality of teaching and standard of music throughout 

the school is the responsibility of the music coordinator, supported by 

the SLT. The music subject leader is responsible for monitoring music 

through teacher planning, learning walks, conversations with pupils 

and observations. In addition, the music subject lead is responsible for 

supporting educators in the teaching of music as well as areas of 

professional development that may be needed. 

Assessment 

Assessment of music is an on-going process which focuses on the 

progress and achievement of pupils throughout each Key Stage. Music 

is assessed through teacher observation of an individual child or group 

as well as discussions with children. Ongoing formative assessments 

are made in the following three areas: 

 attitudes about learning 

 listening and appraising 

 composing and performing 

Attainment is measured summatively during termly assessments, the 

results of which are recorded and analysed. Class teachers report 

annually on pupils’ musical attitudes where they are responsible for 

identifying children’s strengths as well as areas for development.   

 

 


